
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY ESTIMATES COMMITTEE B — Wednesday, 21 October 2020] 

 p362b-364a 
Mr Peter Rundle; Chair; Mr Matthew Hughes; Mrs Liza Harvey; Mr Paul Papalia 

 [1] 

TAFE Colleges — 
Ms M.M. Quirk, Chair. 

Mr P. Papalia, Minister for Tourism representing the Minister for Education and Training. 

Ms A. Driscoll, Director General. 

Ms K. Ho, Executive Director, Policy, Planning and Innovation. 

Mr G. Thompson, Executive Director, Corporate. 

Mr R. Brown, Executive Director, Service Resource Management. 

Ms T. Durant, Managing Director, South Metropolitan TAFE. 

Ms M. Hoad, Managing Director, North Metropolitan TAFE. 

Ms S. Lapham, Managing Director, South Regional TAFE. 

Mr B. Swetman, Managing Director, Central Regional TAFE. 

Mr K. Doig, Managing Director, North Regional TAFE. 

[Witnesses introduced.] 

The CHAIR: This estimates committee will be reported by Hansard. The daily proof Hansard will be available 
tomorrow. Members may raise questions about matters relating to the operations and budget of the off-budget 
authority. Off-budget authority officers are recognised as ministerial advisers. I will ensure that as many questions 
as possible are asked and that both questions and answers are short and to the point. If an adviser needs to answer 
from the lectern, will they please state their name prior to their answer.  

The minister may agree to provide supplementary information to the committee, and I ask the minister to clearly 
indicate what supplementary information will be provided. I will then allocate a reference number. Supplementary 
information should be provided to the principal clerk by Friday, 30 October 2020. I caution members that if a minister 
asks that a matter be put on notice, it is up to the member to lodge the question on notice through the online 
questions system. 

I give the call to the member for Roe. 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: I refer to note 3 on page 398 under “Explanation of Significant Movements”. That note talks 
about temporary vacant positions. How many positions remain vacant in regional campuses? 

Mr P. PAPALIA: The numbers the member referred to do not relate to TAFE. They are numbers for the department. 

The CHAIR: That was the last division, member. 

Mr M. HUGHES: We should be on page 408. 

The CHAIR: TAFE is page 408. 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: It is page 408; sorry. 

The CHAIR: Thank you, member for Kalamunda, for waking me up. 

Mr M. HUGHES: I was half asleep before, covering myself up with my blanket. 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: All right. I might just come back to that one. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: Does the member want me to talk about how much money we are pumping into TAFEs around 
the state? 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: No. That is quite all right. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: That is a really good subject. 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Does anyone else want to ask a question? If not, I will go on to “Works in Progress” on page 408, 
related to the Esperance TAFE college. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: I drove past there the other day. 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: That TAFE was originally announced in 2016 by my colleague on my right-hand side here, 
alongside Terry Redman at the time. How is the Esperance TAFE college going and will it be built to the same size 
as originally planned? 

Mr P. PAPALIA: When I was down there about two weeks ago, it had a big fence around it and it looked like work 
was going on. With regard to whether it is going to be as planned, what does the member mean by “as planned”? 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY ESTIMATES COMMITTEE B — Wednesday, 21 October 2020] 

 p362b-364a 
Mr Peter Rundle; Chair; Mr Matthew Hughes; Mrs Liza Harvey; Mr Paul Papalia 

 [2] 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Will it be as per the original plan when the tender went out? Is it due to cost rises over the last — 

Mr P. PAPALIA: The member is worried we are going to diddle him after the commencement! 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Will it be the same size? 

Mr P. PAPALIA: It is being built according to plan and I am informed that it is going well. It looked like it was 
going well when I was down there. A lot of work was going on. 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: But is it going to be the same size as was originally planned? 

Mr P. PAPALIA: Yes, it will be as planned. 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Is the minister happy with that? 

Mr P. PAPALIA: That is what that says. 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: I have a further question about that project, minister. Can the minister confirm whether it will 
have a hairdressing and beauty therapy training centre, as well as one for metal trades and construction trades? It was 
going to have some enrolled nursing programs run through there. Are those all being catered for in the new facility? 

Mr P. PAPALIA: Yes. 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: Cool. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: We look after the member, yes—almost as much as the member for South Perth! 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: I am very pleased to hear it, minister. 

Is everything on track to have an excellent combined working arrangement with Esperance Senior High School? 

[9.50 pm] 
Mr P. PAPALIA: I am going to unleash the managing director, Sue Lapham, to brief the member on that. 
Ms S. Lapham: Thank you, minister. Good evening, everybody. We are on track for a fabulous facility in Esperance, 
which the community is looking forward to. We have been working with the Aboriginal community as well and 
we will be offering a good range of courses. I have forgotten the question. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: How has the relationship with the high school been going during the preparation? 
Ms S. Lapham: The relationship with the high school is good. We have worked very hard on that, as we have 
across the region with all of our high schools. Clearly, we have to coexist and make the most use of all of the 
government facilities. 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: My question relates to the works within the regional sector—north and south regional TAFE. 
In the royalties for regions budget, there is a line item “Vocational Education Regional Subsidies”, and that figure 
is $181 million over four years—$44.9 million per year. Can the minister confirm what the funding in that line 
item will be used for across the forward estimates? 
Mr P. PAPALIA: Which line and page number is the member referring to? I suspect the member is actually 
talking about the department’s budget, and we have already passed that division. 
The CHAIR: It is page 408. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: It would not be outrageous for the member to write to the minister and ask! I am sure she would 
tell him. 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: The asset investment program that is presented on page 408 does not seem to include the 
new works from the COVID-19 recovery plan. Will the asset improvement plan for the range of different TAFEs 
be managed by the department and then handed over to the TAFEs? It does not look as though those amounts have 
been populated into the TAFE budgets. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: Yes. 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: The department will do it? 
Mr P. PAPALIA: Yes. Is the member referring to the self-funded remedial works — 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: Yes. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: — on the page that she referred to? 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: And that is the page that is funded, really, from the TAFE’s own retained earnings. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: The recovery program works are departmental, yes. 
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Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Further to that question, if I can go back to page 175 in budget paper No 3, about six lines 
from the bottom is the line item “Vocational Education Regional Subsidies”. What is the funding in that line item 
going to be used for across the forward estimates? 
Mr P. PAPALIA: It is very apt use of royalties for regions funding. It addresses regional premiums associated 
with loadings to fund salary award conditions for staff, including district allowances, country incentives, the remote 
allowance, the air-conditioning allowance and things like that; class size loadings to ensure that small class sizes 
remain viable, otherwise we would not have them; base cost loading to recognise the lower economies of scale in 
base costs, including step rate program management for casual and non-casual ratios; housing costs to cover the 
difference between GROH housing and tenant rentals; and goods purchase leading to recognise the high cost to 
purchase goods in regional areas. That is essentially to ensure that we can deliver the same quality of TAFE training 
to regions with a lower population density as we deliver to the metro area. 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Can the minister confirm that this is really a substitution out of what should be consolidated 
spending, using the royalties for regions program? 
The CHAIR: That sounds like an allegation, inference, imputation or an epithet and therefore is contrary to standing 
orders, member. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: No, I cannot, because, clearly, that is a very apt use of regional royalties for regions funds. It 
is employing royalties for regions funds in the regions to provide quality education and training for regional 
students who would otherwise have to travel from their regions to get that training in a metropolitan area. I cannot 
understand the member’s criticism of that process. 
The CHAIR: That completes the examination of the off-budget TAFE Colleges. We do not need to vote on that. 
The committee is adjourned until 9.00 am tomorrow. Thank you very much and well done on your marathon effort, 
members and minister, and of course all the advisers. 

Committee adjourned at 9.57 pm 
__________ 

 


	TAFE Colleges —

